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Since our Public Alternatives Meeting in the summer of 2011, the S.R. 87 Con-
nector Project Team has been preparing reports and developing engineering
drawings. The study looked at several corridors.; however, due to environmen
tal constraints, all but two corridors were eliminated. The remaining alterna-
tives, Corridor 1 and Corridor 2, have been developed into actual alignments
and further refined based on field conditions. Alignment 1 ties into S.R. 87N
just north of Manning Road at Oakland Drive. Alignment 2 travels a bit further
north and ties into S.R. 87N at Harvest Point Drive. This alignment will also

require the realignment of S.R. 89
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where it merges from the north with §> * “
S.R. 87N. The following is a sample| ,emaive?
of the analyses and reports that have |-is
been prepared, or are in the process|#\= Reaserof st laces
of being prepared, to evaluate these
two alignments: ‘
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We Been? 1 Preliminary Engineering Report S ) exe Trai
1 Endangered Species Biological & ‘
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S I 1 Wetlands Evaluation Report
et 3 1 Location Hydraulics Report
Pedestrian (analyzes areawide drainage)
Update! 1 Bridge Hydraulics Report
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1 Bridge Development Report :

Contact 3 (Options for design of the bridges) ey

1 Drainage/Stormwater Pond Siting
Report and Master Plan

1 Access Management Plan

1 Cultural Resource Assessment (Community Facilities, Historic Sites, and
Archeological Sites)

~ 1 Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan (Businesses or residences that may be
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Wildlife Coordination

The S.R. 87 Connector Team has been coordi ne
vice (USFWS), and the Feder al Hi ghway Admini
tally sound design solutions for two Threat
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Bicycle/Pedestrian Update!

In our last newsletter, we Trail (BHST) to the Historic ty to extend proposed wet-
outlined the Dbicycle/ S.R. 1 Trail along U.S. 90. land bridging was recog-
pedestrian network that is Likewise, future links can be nized and the bridge was

qoithuest &) being provided as part of made to area parks and rec- extended to cross over the
the S.R. 87 Connector pro- reation facilities. Over the BHST. As a result, the
ject. As previously noted, past few months, the Florida t r a i | &undredo foet

the S.R. 87 Connector will Department of Transporta- right-of-way will be clear

greatly enhance the re- tion (FDOT) has been work- spanned by the roadway.

gi onds t r ai | ing with the Department of In addition, ramp connec-

providing a connection with Environmental Protection tions (seen below) are be-

seven to eight additonal Agency s Of f i ing provided from~ tha -
miles of multiuse trail par- ways and Trails (OGT), anc bridge to the BHST provid-
allel to the S.R. 87 connect- the FHWA to develop an ac-ing the necessary link to

or. In addition, it will link ceptable Connector crossing establish network connec-

the Blackwater Heritage of the BHST. The opportuni- tivity.
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What Happens Next?

Over the next few months, FDOT and FHWA. The Projecaind Endangered Species
the documents that have Team will work closely with that may be impacted by
been produced will be re- all agencies to finalize these this project. Once the doc-
viewed by multiple agen- documents. uments are finalized and

cies. In addition, the Draft The Team will also be com-the formal consultation is
Environment Impact State- pleting formal consultation completed, a public hear-
ment (DEIS) will be finalized with the US Fish and Wildlife ing will be held in the fall
and submitted for review to Service on the Threatened of 2013.
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